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Keeping Our Promises to School Children

Protecting the Environment

Honoring Our Veterans

believe the federal government has an obligation to fully

fund the No Child Left Behind law and the special
education program known as the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA. To accomplish these
objectives, I introduced H.R. 2107, the Keep Our Promises to
America’s Children and Teachers (PACT) Act, which requires :
full funding of both of these education initiatives.

€€One way or
another, we have
to get this job
done; we must
keep our promises
to our children.>®
— Chris Van Hollen

Unfortunately, the current
congressional leadership refuses to
meet these basic commitments.
For that reason, I recently joined

with Congressman Charles Bass (R-NH) to launch

a new bipartisan initiative (HR 3820, the

Mandatory IDEA Full Funding Compromise Act)

to break the impasse on IDEA full funding. One
way or another, we have to get this job done; we
must keep our promises to our children.

As part of “Read Across
America,” Chris talks to
Cannon Elementary
School students about
the importance of
reading.

Federal food nutrition programs have served as a lifeline for low-income children for nearly 60

years. As a member of the Education and Workforce Committee with jurisdiction over federal

food programs, I am pleased to report that the House of Representatives recently voted to reauthorize

Chris listens
to young con-
stituents talk

about education
during a school
visit.

the Child Nutrition and National School Lunch Acts.
This bipartisan legislation will provide food security to
more children than ever before, eliminate needless
paperwork for program providers, and place a renewed
emphasis on obesity prevention through improved
nutrition and greater exercise. Although disappointed
that an amendment to restrict the
sale of junk foods in school was
rejected, I was pleased that an
initiative I promoted to expedite
children’s access to these critical
nutrition programs was ultimately
incorporated in the final bill.

he Chesapeake Bay is

North America’s largest
and most productive estuary,
sustaining a population of 16
million people and over 3600
species of animals. In response
to the myriad ecological chal-
lenges facing the Bay, I recent-
ly joined forces with Republi-
can Congressmen Wayne
Gilchrest (MD) and Tom
Davis (VA), and Democratic
Congressman Bobby Scott
(VA) to revive the Congres-
sional Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed Task Force (CBWTF).
The goal of the CBWTF is to
build broad-based support for
a comprehensive federal strat-
egy to restore the Bay. As part
of that initiative, we organized
a bipartisan group of water-
shed legislators in support of a
unified list of Chesapeake Bay
funding priorities totaling $84
million across six separate
Appropriations subcommit-
tees. I am determined that the
federal government do its part
to protect and restore this
national treasure.

Preventing Glohal Warming

uch as we might wish otherwise, the day for denial on
M global climate change is over. Authorities ranging from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to the
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) now all agree that “most of
the global warming
observed over the
past fifty years is
attributable to
human activities” —
principally, the
burning of fossil
fuels and the corre-
sponding buildup of
carbon in our
atmosphere. Left
unchecked, the consequences of
this climate change could be pro- Chris joins Congressmen
Gilchrest, Udall and
Shays at a press

found — affecting everything from
ocean levels to agricultural prac-

conference to announce
his global warming
initiative.

tices to the distribution of human
and animal disease. To address this
challenge, I am proud to be an
original House cosponsor of the
Climate Stewardship Act (H.R. 4067), known as the McCain-
Lieberman bill in the Senate, which pairs the stick of mandatory
pollution reductions with the carrot of market incentives to
reduce our nation’s greenhouse gas emissions to 2000 levels by
2010. It’s an innovative, affordable and effective first step to the
challenge of global climate change, and I am honored to be a
part of the bipartisan leadership team including Republican
Congressmen Wayne Gilchrest (MD) and Chris Shays (CT), and
Democratic Congressmen John Olver (MA) and Mark Udall
(CO) pressing this legislation in the Congress.

As part of the National World
War Il Memorial dedication
on the National Mall,
Congressman Van Hollen met
with World War Il veterans
from Maryland’s 8th
Congressional District. Here
he speaks with Captain Ned
Dolan about veterans’ issues.

e have sent thousands of

troops to Iraq and
Afghanistan. Our government
must be accountable for the
promises it makes to the young
men and women who are asked
to serve our country in this
way. Military retirees — who
spent a career in uniform to
defend our freedoms — are not
asking for handouts; they are
only asking for what was promised
to them. On November 6, 2003, I
introduced the Keep Our Promise
to America's Military Retirees Act
(H.R. 3474), a bill to restore
earned and promised health care
coverage to retired members of the
uniformed services.

During his visit to Iraq in February,
Congressman Van Hollen met with
soldiers, including several from
Maryland’s 8th Congressional
District, who discussed with him

their challenging mission and the
difficult circumstances they face.
Congressman Van Hollen thanked
them for their service.

This bill has strong bipartisan support and is co-sponsored by

a majority of the House. It is now up to the House leadership to allow a vote on this legislation.

Taking Action on the Sudan Grisis

A devastating humanitarian crisis is raging in
Sudan. In the Darfur region of western Sudan,
more than 30,000 Africans have already been
killed in a genocidal campaign by the Sudanese
government’s ruthless proxy forces. Over a mil-
lion people have been driven from their homes,
crops and villages have been burned, and gang
rapes are widespread. The U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (AID) predicts that
350,000 people are likely to die from starvation
and disease in the coming months and the death
toll could exceed a million people unless the vio-
lence stops and the Sudanese government allows

international aid groups immediate access.

Months ago, I joined with Rep. Frank Wolf (R-
VA) and other members of the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus to urge U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan to take action. I commend
Kofi Annan and Secretary of State Powell for
finally traveling to Darfur. However, calling atten-
tion to this crisis is not enough. The U.S. must
lead an effort in the United Nations to immedi-
ately adopt a resolution to impose multilateral
sanctions against Sudan unless it immediately
acts to end the crisis. Failure to act will be a terri-
ble stain on the world’s collective conscience.



