CONGRESSMAN CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

Dear Friend,

As we approach the end of the 110th Congress, | want to update you on the progress we have made and
the continued work that is necessary to take America in a new direction.

On the positive side, we have enacted a series of important domestic policy initiatives. We have
passed long-overdue legislation to: increase fuel efficiency standards for new cars; institute landmark
ethics and lobbying reforms; increase the minimum wage; implement the bipartisan 9-11 Commission
recommendations; and establish greater fiscal discipline. We have also passed major new measures
to: make college more affordable (cutting interest rates on federal student loans and increasing Pell
grants); provide a record increase in veterans’ health benefits and create a new G.I. Bill of Rights;
reform and stabilize the housing market; and extend unemployment insurance to help people who
have lost their jobs. Unfortunately, the President continues to veto our initiatives to expand the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program and increase stem cell research to find cures and treatments for
devastating diseases.

The President has also blocked repeated efforts to end the war in Iraq and bring our troops home in a

safe and responsible manner. I continue to oppose the President’s demand for unconditional funding for
the war in Iraq. The Congress should not issue blank checks to finance an open-ended policy of more

of the same. This Congress has passed legislation, modeled after the bipartisan Iraq Study Group’s
recommendations, to responsibly redeploy the bulk of U.S. combat forces out of Iraq and refocus the
remaining forces on the more limited missions of protecting the U.S. Embassy, eliminating al Qaeda
elements, and training Iraqi forces. Unfortunately, the President vetoed this plan and we have not had the
two-thirds votes necessary to override his veto. We will continue to push for a responsible end to the war.

We must also finish the job in Afghanistan and address the growing violence there. While the U.S.-

led effort to topple the Taliban regime and pursue al Qaeda terrorists in the aftermath of 9-11 initially
weakened both groups, they are steadily gaining strength, particularly along the porous Afghanistan-
Pakistan border. Enhanced military efforts by the United States, NATO, Pakistan, and Afghanistan

are necessary. (I called for an increased commitment 28 months ago in an op-ed in the Washington
Post) However, these measures alone will not rid the region of extremist groups who continue to pose
a serious threat. As the 9-11 Commission determined, these groups exploit the poor socioeconomic
conditions, such as high unemployment, in the border areas to gain adherents to their causes. With this
in mind, I introduced the Afghanistan-Pakistan Security and Prosperity Enhancement Act, which will
allow the President to designate Reconstruction Opportunity Zones (ROZs) in Afghanistan and parts of
Pakistan and allow qualified businesses duty-free access to U.S. markets for designated products. This
will help create meaningful employment opportunities for young people who are currently vulnerable

to the lure of extremism. This legislation should be part of a comprehensive diplomatic, economic
development and military strategy to strengthen our security and theirs.

I am grateful for the opportunity to represent our community in the U.S. Congress and will do my best to
uphold the trust you have placed in me.

Sincerely,

e 1 s,

Congressman Chris Van Hollen
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The new Congress has made college affordability a priority and has moved Z 43;5 New Hampshire Ave.
rapidly on several fronts. On July 1st, the interest rate on new need-based Suite C-201
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the next 4 years, eventually reaching 3.4%. Congressman Van Hollen has also Fax: (301) 891-6985
worked to increase the maximum Pell grant, establish loan forgiveness for
students who agree to enter public service, and create a simpler and more
transparent process for students applying for financial assistance.
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Making Health Care More Affordable and Accessible

We have a moral obligation to ensure that all Americans have access to quality affordable health care. Congressman
Van Hollen has sponsored numerous bills that would dramatically expand access to such care, and played a key role
in passing legislation to expand the Children’s Health Insurance Program to cover 10 million children (unfortunately,
the President has twice vetoed the bill). Congressman Van Hollen is also working to protect Medicare and Medicaid
for seniors and low-income and disabled individuals. The Congress recently overrode a Presidential veto in order

to protect patients by preventing deep cuts in Medicare physician reimbursements. That legislation also enhanced
Medicare preventive and mental health benefits.

Congressman Van Hollen continues to fight to provide more affordable prescription drugs, and has introduced
legislation that would leverage the Medicaid program to give Maryland and other states increased bargaining power
to establish state discount prescription drug plans for millions of Americans.

Conquering Childhood Cancer

Congresswoman Deborah Pryce teamed up with Congressman Van Hollen to introduce and pass legislation to
redouble our efforts to conquer childhood cancer. Cancer is the number one killer of children under the age of

fifteen who die from a disease. The bill targets federal resources and research dollars against the cancers afflicting
children nationwide, and elevates our nation’s prioritization of pediatric cancer through additional funding, improved
treatment, and more centralized, accessible information for researchers and families. This bipartisan legislation was
signed into law.

Other notable health-related accomplishments:

@ Scientific Research: was a leading advocate of the recent $550 million boost in funding for scientific research,
including an additional $150 million for the National Institutes of Health, $150 million for the Food and Drug
Administration and $62.5 million for the National Science Foundation.

€ Mental Health Parity: as an original sponsor, helped secure House passage of legislation to end discrimination
against those seeking treatment for mental illnesses and addiction disorders.

€ Genetic Information Nondiscrimination: was an original sponsor of a recently enacted law to prohibit employers
and insurers from discriminating against an individual based on their genetic makeup.

€ Record Commitment to Fighting HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria: pushed for recent authorization of
$48 billion to fight global epidemics.
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Congressman Chris Van Hollen

Getting Things Done for Our Community and Our Country

Congressman Van Hollen has been at the forefront of the
fight in the Congress to move our country in a positive, new
direction. Here are some of the ways he’s working for us.

Building a Clean Energy Future

When it comes to energy, the math is stark. The United States sits on 2% of the world’s oil reserves while
guzzling more than 20% of global production. Even iconic oil man T. Boone Pickens recently took to the
airwaves to proclaim a hard but indisputable truth: We simply can’t drill our way to energy independence.
Moreover, the real threat of global climate change demands that we cut carbon emissions.

In light of these realities, Congressman Van Hollen has called for a national Apollo-like clean energy initiative
that emphasizes renewable energy and advanced energy efficiency technologies. Last year, the Congress

took a significant first step by enacting a 40% increase in vehicle fuel efficiency standards cosponsored by
Congressman Van Hollen. He was also an original cosponsor of the historic House-passed national Renewable
Electricity Standard (requiring 15% electricity generation from renewable sources by 2020) and the plan to
redirect antiquated subsidies away from the oil and gas industries towards the production of clean, renewable
energy from wind, solar and next generation biofuels — in addition to championing robust science-based,
market-driven climate change legislation.

In the near term, the Congress is taking aggressive action to battle sticker shock at the pump and police

the energy marketplace. Over President Bush’s initial objection, the Congress successfully suspended the
stockpiling of 70,000 barrels of oil in the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR). Congressman Van

Hollen has also backed strong legislation

to penalize anti-competitive price-gouging
and has been a key leader in the effort to
curb excessive speculation in the energy
marketplace. Rather than drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (which,
according to the Department of Energy,
would not result in one drop of new gas for
ten years and would have an insignificant
effect on price), Van Hollen supports the
“Use it or Lose it” initiative requiring the
big oil companies to develop the more than
68 million acres of federal lands they have
already leased. However, Congressman Van
Hollen understands that these short and
medium-term measures are no substitute for
a long-term, comprehensive national energy
strategy, and he is firmly committed to
building the clean, green 21st century energy

Congressman Van Hollen and Senator Ben Cardin (MD) discuss gas prices and energy issues.  future America deserves.

More Open and Accountable
Government

Our government should serve the public interest, not
narrow special interests. Congressman Van Hollen
helped lead the successful fight to enact what public
interest watchdog groups have praised as a “landmark”
new law on lobbying and ethics reform. The new
law bans gifts, meals and travel from lobbyists and
incorporates Congressman Van Hollen’s measure
to require greater disclosure of campaign finance
practices. The new rules also include his legislation
requiring transparency and accountability for spending
earmarks. Congressman Chris Van Hollen discusses his work in the Congress
with local constituents.

“It wasn't easy, it wasn't pretty and the battle isn't over, but the House managed yesterday to pass a credible ethics
bill that would require lobbyists to disclose the bundles of campaign checks they round up for lawmakers. . .

It was only the steadfastness of..Reps. Chris Van Hollen [and others]..that brought the measure to the Floor.”
Washington Post, 5/25/2007

“The key driver behind the bundling disclosure rules was Rep. Chris Van Hollen (Md.)..” Washington Post, 8/7/2007

Restoring the Chesapeake Bay

Congressman Van Hollen spearheaded the successful effort to
obtain a historic boost in federal funds for the Chesapeake Bay.
The new law includes $188 million over 5 years of dedicated
funding for the Chesapeake Bay to prevent agricultural runoff
of fertilizers, animal waste and sediment from flowing into the
Bay. When this funding is combined with the Bay’s estimated
share of national conservation funding, the Bay will receive
$440 million over 5 years to help the restoration efforts. This
funding represents a record leap in federal support to protect
this national treasure that has been seriously degraded by
runoff from farm operations.

Congressman Van Hollen discusses his Chesapeake Bay legislation

with the leaders of the Chesapeake Bay Commission and Chesapeake

Bay Foundation.
“This is the most important vote from the U.S.
Congress for the Chesapeake Bay in history,’ said Will
Baker, president of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.
1 go back 32 years, and I can't think of anything more
important.” Baltimore Sun, 5/16/2008

“The program, sponsored by Rep. Chris Van Hollen
(D-Md.) would help reduce runoff of nutrients and other
pollutants from farms.” Washington Post, 4/26/2008

Protecting Homeowners and Consumers

The collapse of the housing market has shaken our economy, jeopardized the ability of homeowners to keep
their homes, and destabilized our neighborhoods. The downturn in the housing market was precipitated by
rampant speculation, loose lending, and deceptive practices.

To assist struggling homeowners and help stabilize the housing market, the Congress has passed legislation
to limit foreclosures and begin to restore confidence in the marketplace. The new law also provides
assistance to homebuyers and homeowners in the form of tax credits, and a new real property tax deduction
for homeowners who claim the standard deduction on their income taxes. In addition, it establishes grants
to help communities rehabilitate neighborhoods harmed by rising foreclosures, and creates an Affordable
Housing Trust Fund to dramatically increase the stock of affordable homes.

In order to prevent similar future crises, the House of Representatives passed long overdue legislation to
tighten lending rules and crack down on predatory practices. This action spurred the Federal Reserve to
finally use its existing regulatory authority to implement many of the reforms in the House bill.

Many homeowners in our community are being
financially squeezed and are facing foreclosure. To
help them, Congressman Van Hollen convened a Town
Hall and Workshop with various housing experts, bank
representatives and state and local officials. His office
stands ready to assist homeowners who are facing
possible foreclosure on their homes find the help

they need.

Supporting Our Veterans

The new Congress is keeping our promises to America’s
soldiers and veterans. Congressman Van Hollen and
the rest of the Congressional Democratic leadership
championed the historic increases in veterans’ health care  Congressman Van Hollen discusses veterans’ issues and presents
and benefits programs, totaling nearly $12 billion, to meet g Purple Heart to a Vietnam veteran.

the needs of our veterans and reduce the huge backlog of

benefit claims.

The Congress also enacted a new 21st Century G.I. Bill of Rights to provide veterans returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan with full four-year college scholarships. To stem the rising tide of homeless veterans, the
House passed The Homes for Heroes Act, which establishes a $200 million per year assistance program for
supportive housing and services for low-income homeless veterans and their families.

Congressman Van Hollen continues to press for passage of his bill, “Keep Our Promises to America’s Military
Retirees Act,” and has been recognized by the Blinded American Veterans Foundation for his work on behalf
of American veterans.




